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A wave rushes into a Solimar Beach, Calif, home in January 1998, An El Nino weather pattern, which spawned the 1998 wave, may be returning with a 
vengence. The strengthening El Nino in the Pacific Ocean has the potential to bring once-in-a-generation storms this winter to drought-parched California. 


Not so_perfect storm: El] Nifio approaches 


The 18-36 month 
storm cycle is 
surfacing on the 
coast of southern 
California soon. 


Despite the above average hu- 
midity levels indicating El Nifio’s 
approach, California State Univer- 
sity, Long Beach students and fac- 
ulty have little to worry about as 
the storm nears, according to Gwen 
Goodmanlowe, a marine biology ad- 
visor at CSULB. 

Most buildings on campus that 
flooded during the 1996 and 1997 El 


By ELIZABETH ORTIZ 
Contributing Writer 


Nifo storms have been taken care of 
by now, Goodmanlowe said. 

CSULB landscaper Ignacio Es- 
cobedo Jr. said that wherever a 
downslope is present on campus, a 
drain is placed nearby to catch any 
excess water during storms or flood- 
ing. He said that unless there is too 
much water in the ditches, the cam- 
pus should not flood. 


But, Goodmanlowe also said that 
the rain would have no positive im- 
pact on restoring the ground water 
either. 

“Our soil is compacted and most of 
the water will run off,” Goodmanlowe 
said. 

As a this 


see STORM, page 2 


result, 


Citizen's 
arrest made 
on Sigma Pi 
student 


Activities at the 
fraternity have been 
temporarily stopped 
during the pending 
investigation. 


By Nicca PANGGAT 
News Editor 


California State University officials 
have asked campus fraternity Sigma Pi 
to stop any events until further notice, 
following a citizen’s arrest of one of its 
members. 

A Sigma Pi fraternity member at 
CSULB was cited for disturbing the 
peace early Sunday morning, accord- 
ing to the Long Beach Police Depart- 
ment. ; 

“The team in student affairs were 
made aware of the incident, and they 
have since contacted the fraternity and 
spoke with the fraternity president and 
asked that they cease any activities 
for the time being,” said Mike Uhlen- 
kamp, executive director of news at 
CSULB. 

Marlene Arrona, a spokeswoman 
for the LBPD, said that a neighbor ap- 
prehended the student until the cops 
arrived. 

Officers from the LBPD showed up 
at around 1 a.m. in response to calls 
concerning a loud party, Arrona said. 
Arrona noted that the party broke up 
once the police arrived. 


see SIGMA PI, page 2 


TACOGRAPHY OF 


LONG BEACH: 
SIZE MATTERS 


The hunt for the best taqueria in 
the LBC continues. 


By KEVIN FLORES 
Arts & Life Editor 


Tacophiles: Welcome to the second installment of my 
quest to review every single taqueria in Long Beach. If you 
missed the last one, don’t fret; you can check it out on our 
website. 

Before we get to today’s fresh batch of reviews, lets delve 
into a little taco history. 

Considering that the anthropological timeline of Mex- 
ico goes back to prehistoric times, it’s no surprise that the 
taco has roots in the comals of the indigenous peoples of 
Mesoamerica. In 1575 Spanish conquistador Bernal Diaz 
del Castillo published an account describing eating a ta- 
co-like food in the New World. 

However, the modern taco may have much more recent 
roots. Jeffrey M. Pilcher, a professor of history at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota who has studied and published books 


see TACO, page 5 
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Tacos y Mariscos La 
Fuente 
900 E Anaheim St 
Long Beach, CA 90813 
Tacos: $1.89+ each 


Great Mex Grill 


5530 E Atherton St 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
Tacos: $1.99 each 


Amy PaTTON 
Print Managing Editor 


nan economy where bulldog 


the little 
man, it is 


corporations constantly squash 


Pinch the pennies 


Mayor Robert Garcia’s office 
announced this summer that the city 
would be investing in a three-month, 
$65,000 research project to gauge the 
effect that potentially raising mini- 
mum wage would have on the econo- 
my. This study will decide whether it 
is feasible to follow L.A.’s plan to raise 

minimum wage to $15 
in the next five years. 


imperative 
to preserve what- 
ever small business 
culture we can 
hold onto. 

Named the most 
small business 
friendly city in 
all of the greater 
Los Angeles area 
a few years ago, 
Long Beach would 


Raising 


minimum wage 
so drastically will 
have a negative 
effect on the 
local economy 


“Raising the mini- 
mum wage will allow 
me and my family to 
afford basic needs like 
rent, healthcare and 
food,” Lorna Palero, 
a caregiver in Long 
Beach said in a Raise 
the Wage coalition 
press release. “Iama 
single mother who is 
forced to work seven 


be making a big 

mistake raising 

minimum wage to over $15 an hour. 
To all struggling families and 

fresh-faced high school and college 

students in the workforce, this seems 


will be fatal to the cultivation of small 


businesses we do have thriving in 
central and downtown Long Beach... 


OpINions 6 


like a blessing. Don’t be deceived. This 


days a week to support 
my three children, 
because $10 an hour is not enough for 
us to survive.” 
Raising minimum wage is definitely 
beneficial... to an extent. It proves that 
Long Beach does genuinely care about 


see WAGE, page 6 


SSS SSS SSS 


Arts & Lire 4 


Sports 8 


WWW.DAILY49ER.COM 


THURSDAYsAUGUST 27, 2015 
STORM 


continued from page 1 


means that mudslides may occur, 
Goodmanlowe said. 

In preparation for the storm, con- 
struction workers recently finished 
scaffolding the roof of the University 
Student Union to help prevent leaks, 
Escobedo said. 

According to NOAA, El Nifio con- 
tinued to build over this summer and 
will most likely persist through the 
winter at record-breaking strength. El 
Nifo’s tropical pacific climate pattern 
occurs due to weakening-near-surface 
easterly winds that allow surface wa- 
ters to warm. 

“It physically stratifies the water 
separating the warm from the cold 
and happens very slowly - an 18 to 36 
month cycle,” Nguyen said. “It will al- 
leviate the drought but unless it causes 
a flood like the one we had in Texas, it 
won't be the cure.” 

The development of the storm in- 
volves a mass of warm-growing sur- 
face water that expands over a cooler 
current, trapping oxygen underneath, 
Professor Kevin Nguyen, an ocean- 
ographer and professor at Saddleback 
College, explained. 

“[The horrible thing about environ- 
mentalists trying to collect water is 
that] pure rain water is drinkable, but 
overtime it’s proven to be unsanitary,” 
Nguyen said. 

Nguyen also said that Bruce Lee, 
the name given to this El Nifio by 
NOAA, may also cause ripples in food 
production, tropical cyclones in the 
east, and higher coffee prices from the 
bean production in Columbia. 


Welcome to The Beach! 
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LA City Council delays vote 


on bid for 2024 Olympics 


LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles City Coun- 
cil members delayed a decision Wednesday on 
whether the city should continue to pursue the 
2024 Summer Olympics, saying they needed 
more time to review budgetary and planning 
documents that Mayor Eric Garcetti disclosed 
this week. 

The council had been scheduled to vote on a 
resolution by Council President Herb Wesson 
that would authorize Garcetti to sign a legal- 
ly binding agreement with the U.S. Olympic 
Committee. The agreement would enable L.A. 
to proceed as America’s bidder for the Games. 

But it appears the decision will be postponed 
at least until Friday. Some council members 
voiced concerns about the compressed time- 
line they were being given to take an action 
that could have serious implications for Olym- 
pics-related real estate development in their 
districts. 

“I, just like my colleagues, got the report yes- 
terday, and we're feverishly trying to go through 
it,” said Councilman David Ryu. “There are a 
lot of projects and a lot of unanswered questions 


— not just about the finances, but about com- . 


munity input.” 

Ryu said he was confused about whether the 
council would be asked to vote as soon as Fri- 
day on pursuit of the bid, as Wesson suggested. 
Councilman Mitch Englander, who was tem- 
porarily chairing the meeting, said there was 
“nothing that’s going to be set for Friday” at 
present. 

“We may not be prepared on Friday. We may 
need another meeting,” Wesson acknowledged. 

The mayor’s office had declined to release 
detailed plans and budget projections for the 
Olympic bid until last week, when Wesson said 
they should be made public. 

The council did vote Wednesday to create an 


We know that many of you will be seeking on and off campus 
employment as well as internships and we hope that you take 
advantage of CareerLINK to spark/launch/assist your job 


search. 


This upcoming academic year will be filled with professional 


development workshops, career related programs/events, and 


networking opportunities to connect with employers so be 
sure to pick up an event calendar in BH250. 


Employers have declared our campus as their college of 
choice and they want to #hireLongBeachState. So our goal 
is to showcase you - our students, to employers, in your 
various roles as club leaders, class project leaders, team 
players, volunteers, attending events, etc... Follow us on 
facebook, twitter, Instagram or pinterest, and share your 
pictures showcasing your many talents using the hashtag 


#hireLongBeachState. 


We wish you success in the upcoming year as your pursue your, 


academic endeavors. 


We are your Career Development Center and we are here to 


serve you. 
Go Beach! 


Manuel Perez, Director 
Career Development Center 
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Mayor Eric Garcetti 


ad hoc committee to oversee the Olympic bid. 
That committee will meet for the first time Fri- 
day, shortly before the full council is expected 
to consider the city’s bid. 

In recent weeks, critics have questioned the 
secrecy that has surrounded L.A.’s Olympic bid, 
as well as Garcetti’s willingness to commit the 
city to cover cost overruns on the projected $4.1 
billion Games. 

Wesson hasn’t said whether he would:sup- 
port such a taxpayer guarantee. However, he 
urged other council members Wednesday to 
disregard “naysayers” on the Olympic bid and 
said he envisions the council staying involved 
throughout the bid process. 

“We will vet this until we are satisfied with 
this. Today is the beginning of that process,” 
Wesson said. 

The International Olympic Committee will 
pick a host city in 2017. 

—Peter Jamison, Los Angeles Times, TNS 
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Campus officials have already spoken with Sig- 
ma Pi about'the incident, Uhlenkamp said. . 

Sigma Pi members declined to comment 
Tuesday. 

Uhlenkamp said that Sigma Pi has received 
complaints from its neighborhood in the past, 
but has never had any major problems on cam- 
pus. 

“As you can imagine, when you put ‘x’ num- 
ber of people in a house, things are going to take 
place,” Uhlenkamp said. “With that said, it is 
important that anyone, whether that it’s a stu- 
dent or someone affiliated with the campus, is 
serving as good neighbors and abiding by what- 
ever the student rules are.” 


Uhlenkamp said that having fraternities scat- ; 


tered around the city does “present more of a 
challenge” in monitoring and working with the 
organizations. The Sigma Pi house is located on 
Fourth Street, roughly two and a half miles away 
from campus. 

“If they were closer, if they were here on cam- 


pus, I could see that being a little bit less of an 


issue for the conduct issues,” Uhlenkamp said. 
“Then we're that much closer to them and we 
have a much more robust relationship.” 

Campus officials haven't yet assigned any 
disciplinary actions and will hold off on doing 
so until a thorough investigation can be issued, 
Uhlenkamp said. 

Arrona noted that the LBPD is still conduct- 
ing its investigation on Sunday’s incident. 

Uhlenkamp also said that the university is 
working with the LBPD to look into the citation 
as well. 

“We're looking at conduct things,” Uhlen- 
kamp said. “If it’s determined that there were ei- 
ther student conduct or organizational conduct 
policies that were broken, then we would poten- 
tially discuss some sort of discipline with the 
fraternity, but we haven't gotten to that point.” 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 


vn Tube 
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www.daily49er.com 
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Fatal shootings of Virginia journalists 


put horror on air 


The man gripped a gun as he stood 
behind members of the news crew, 
watching them do a live broadcast. 
The journalists didn’t seem to notice 
that he had pointed the weapon right 
at them. 

On Wednesday morning, as south- 
western Virginia television viewers 
watched on live TV, a WDBJ-TV re- 
porter and her cameraman were shot 
to death in the middle of their broad- 
cast near Smith Mountain Lake. 

Police later identified the gun- 
man as Vester Lee Flanagan II, one 
of the journalists’ former TV station 
co-workers. 

The person being interviewed, lo- 


cal Chamber of Commerce Executive - 


Director Vicki Gardner, was wounded 
but was expected to survive. 

By the time Flanagan, 41, had shot 
and killed himself after a police chase 
several hours later, his face and his 
actions had been widely broadcast on 
televisions across the nation and on 
social media. 

Flanagan, who was black, cited rac- 
ism and bullying as a motive, though 
Franklin County Sheriff Bill Overton 
said it was “obvious” that Flanagan 
“was disturbed in some way.” 

The shooting was a grotesque mo- 
ment of television that swiftly ap- 
peared on CNN and YouTube. 

About eight shots were heard as 
reporter Alison Parker, 24, screamed 
and cameraman Adam Ward, 27, fell 
to the ground, and Ward’s camera 


spun to show a grim-faced man strid- 
ing forward with a pistol in his hand. 

When the broadcast feed quickly 
switched back to a camera at the TV 
station, it caught a WDBJ-TV anchor 
gaping in shock, her mouth open, un- 
sure of what she’d just seen. 

Hours after the 6:45 a.m. shooting, 
Flanagan — a native of Oakland, Ca- 
lif.; who used to work as a TV report- 
er at WDBJ-TV under the name Bryce 
Williams — apparently posted a video 
on Facebook and Twitter showing the 
shooting from the gunman’s perspec- 
tive. 

The accounts were swiftly taken 
down, but not before the Twitter ac- 
count posted messages complaining 
that Parker and Ward had not treated 
Flanagan well at the workplace. 

Station officials said Flanagan had 
been fired and escorted out of the TV 
station after a year of clashing with 
station employees. 

ABC News reported that someone 


-claiming to be Flanagan had faxed 


a 23-page document to the network, 
which turned it over to authorities, 
and that Flanagan had called the 
network almost two hours after the 
shooting to say that authorities were 
“after me” and “all over the place.” 
In the manifesto — titled “A Sui- 
cide Note for Friends & Family” — 
the writer expressed admiration for 
the Virginia Tech and Columbine 
High School mass shooters. He said 
he had been the target of racial dis- 
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crimination, sexual harassment and 
bullying at work. He said his attackers 
were white females and black men, 
and disclosed that he was gay. 

He was motivated, he said, by the 
Charleston, S.C., church shooting of 
nine. African-Americans by a young 
white man in an apparent hate crime. 

“Why did I do it? I put down a 
deposit for a gun on 6/19/15. The 
Church shooting in Charleston hap- 
pened on 6/17/15,” he wrote. “What 
sent me over the top was the church 
shooting. And my hollow point bullets 
have the victims’ initials on them.” 

Flanagan had bounced in and out 
of the TV: news business for years, 
compiling a record of tense clashes 
with his co-workers and allegations 
of racism. His rage finally took over, 
according to his social media profiles 
and former co-workers. 

“Vester was an unhappy man,” 
WDBJ-TV station manager Jeffrey 
A. Marks said on the air Wednesday. 
“We employed him as a reporter and 
he had some talent in that respect.” 

However, Marks said, Flanagan 
quickly “gathered a reputation as 


“somebody who was difficult to work. 


with. ... He was sort of looking out 
for people to say things that he could 
take offense to..And eventually, after 
many incidents of his anger coming to 
the fore, we dismissed him, and he did 
not take that well, and we had to call 
police to escort him from the build- 
ing.” 


Anchors at the TV station held back 
tears as they interrupted live reports 
on the shooter’s whereabouts with 
memories of their co-workers. Both 
victims were in relationships with 
co-workers at the station. 

On Twitter, Chris Hurst, a morning 
anchor, said he had been with Parker 
for almost nine months, and they had 
planned to get married. 

“She was the most.radiant woman 
I ever met. And for some reason she 
loved me back,” he said on Twitter. 

Ward was engaged to WDBJ-TV 
morning producer Melissa Ott, who 
had just taken another job. Wednesday 
was her last day producing the morn- 
ing show. 

Discussing the pair’s deaths on air, 
their co-workers’ voices shook with 
emotion. Crying could be heard in the 
background. 

Using his professional name, Bryce 
Williams, Flanagan had posted on 
Facebook this month about seeking 
work, using a chatty style that was 
peppered with bitter recollections of 
jobs gone bad. 

His Facebook and LinkedIn pages 
were quickly taken down, but the lat- 
ter showed a slew of television station 
employers over the years as he moved 
from his native San Francisco Bay 


Area through Texas, Georgia, North 


Carolina and Virginia, stints where on 
a number of occasions he was termi- 
nated for difficult behavior. 

Don Shafer, news director for San 
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Diego 6 on the CW, worked with Fla- 
nagan at WT'WC, a Tallahassee, Fla., 
NBC affiliate. 

“He was a good on-air perform- 
er, a pretty good reporter, and then 
things started getting a little strange 
with him,” Shafer said on San Diego 
6 on Wednesday. 

Before he was fired, Flanagan 
“threatened to punch people out” in 
the newsroom and often berated oth- 
er reporters, Shafer said. 

Flanagan filed a lawsuit in 2000 
accusing WTWC producers of hurl- 
ing racially charged insults at him. 

He contended that a high-ranking 
station employee had referred to him 
as a “monkey” and said discussions 
about homicide victims in the news- 
room routinely took on an anti-Af- 
rican-American tone. Court records 
show the case was dismissed in 2001. 

In a Twitter post, Flanagan said he 
was raised as a Jehovah’s Witness. 

His family could not be reached 
for comment. 

Sheriff Overton said that the in- 
vestigation into the shooting was 
likely to be lengthy and that it had 
deeply affected him. 

“Many people were watching” 
the broadcast when Parker and Ward 
were shot, Overton said — including 
himself. “It was extremely difficult 
this morning. It really stopped me in 
my tracks.” 

—Matt Pearce, Lee Romney and Na- 
talie Schachar, Los Angeles Times 
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Come on, get happy... hour 


49ers, we made it. The end of the first week of school is finally upon and it is time to celebrate. What better way to ease the stress of new classes than Happy Hour? 


> 
By MADISON D‘ORNELLAS Long Beach is a cornucopia of groovy dive bars, pubs and cocktail lounges. For those looking for a temporary escape from the 2015 fall semester, here are some great 


Opinions Editor 


Roundin’ 3rd 

4133 E. Anaheim St. 

(562) 498-9900 

HH.: M-E 3 p.m. and 9 p.m 


The Roundin’ 3rd is known for 
its fantastic customer service and 
delicious, affordable food op- 
tions. Outside the Roundin’ 3rd 
looks like your typical sports bar, 
but the inside holds a:crisp aes- 
thetic that almost forces you to 
high-five the guy sitting next to 
you at the bar. With over twen- 
ty-five high definition TVs with 
sports packages like the Pac 12 
network, NHL, MLB, NBA and 
Sunday Ticket, the Roundin’ 3rd 
should be batting first on your 
bar crawl list. 


FESTIVAL 
Ey She re 
2015 


ut 


12PM 


—LONG BEACH— 


GREEK 


Happy Hour spots to cruise to this weekend. 


Congregation Ale House 
201 E. Broadway Ave. 
(562) 432-2337 

HH: M-E 3-7 p.m. 


Congregate with -your best 
mates this weekend at the Con- 
gregation Ale House. This me- 
dieval gastropub has a large, 
eclectic selection of ales, IPAs 
and stouts.’A full list of the 
beers available are kept in an 
electronic book on the pub's 
website. The book also includes 
the House’s menu. Happy Hour 
(or “Mass” as they dub it) pric- 
es apply to food and beverages. 
Prepare to be blessed by the 
warm atmosphere that awaits at 
the Congregation. 


ABOR DAY WEEKEND } 
SEPTEMBER 5th - 7th 


DOORS OPEN AT 


Riley’s Belmont Shore 
5331 E. 2nd St. 

(562) 856-1612 

HH: M-E 3-7 p.m. 


Riley’s is a hidden gem amongst 
the bar-filled 2nd Street. It’s small 
interior creates a relaxing, neigh- 
borhood vibe. You can't go to 
Riley’s without trying the pizza. 
Also, don’t forget to talk to the 
patrons behind the bar. Riley’s 
grows from word of mouth, and 
the people that work there will 
go the extra mile to keep you 
laughing, relaxed and drinking. 
But be wary. Although Riley’s is a 
forgotten sibling on 2nd, it could 
get crammed. Plan on going early 
and staking your claim. 


EAT - DRINK - DANCE 


SOUVLAKIA » GREEK FOOD « HOMEMADE GREEK SWEETS 
BEER & WINE + CARNIVAL RIDES » SPECIALTY SHOPS 


Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church 
5761 East Colorado Street - Long Beach, CA 


* FREE admission for CSULB students with ID * 
* FREE parking an shuttle to and from CSULB parking lots off Atherton St for all three days * 


The Attic 

3441 E. Broadway Blvd. 
(562) 433-0153 

HH: M-E 3-6 p.m. 


The Attic is a Long Beach clas- 
sic. If you live or go to school 
in the area The Attic is or 
should be your go-to bar. Even 
if you aren't heading to The 
Attic for some alcoholic sus- 
tenance, go for their infamous 
brunch. This is a popular 
spot, so make sure you make 
a reservation, but it’s worth 
it. You'll get Bloody Marys in 
mason jars, a creaky wood- 
en floor and southern fare in 
classy presentations. Yes, it’s 
that good. 


stay up 
to date 


with D49er 
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@dailyA9er 
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food become mainstream across the 
boarder? We’ll find out next week. 

Here now are this week’s reviews 
of Long Beach taquerias: 


the first types of tacos described is 
called tacos de minero—miner’s ta- 
cos,” Pilcher said. 

So how did an obscure Mexican 


Taco, he says, was originally a 
word that referred to gunpowder 
wrapped in paper that the miners 
would use to excavate ore. “One of 


on Mexican food, told Smithsonian- 
Mag.com that the taco as we know 
it most likely first took form in 18th 


century Mexican silver mines. 


‘Tacos y Mariscos La Fuen 


Just after sitting down at this small 
eight-booth hole-in-the-wall .a_ fly: 
zipped by me, not a good portent. Oth- 
erwise the place was pretty clean. For 
some reason there was a small aquar- 
ium next to the register—I didn’t ask. 

I ordered two asada tacos and one 
barbacoa taco and waited. I heard 
the grill sizzling to life in the kitchen. 
There was one waitress and one cook. 
When the tacos came, I was deeply un- 
derwhelmed by their size. The tortillas 
had maybe a 3-inch radius—at best, a 
two-bite hors-d’oeuvre. 

The asada looked boiled and was 


Located just a few blocks from 
the California State University, Long 
Beach, this local chain is a student 
favorite—they even offer a discount 
to CSULB students. The place has a 
slick corporate look that made me 
worry about the authenticity of the 
asada and al pastor tacos I ordered. 

Sitting among framed photos of 
past taco eating champions and his- 
torical figures from the Mexican Rev- 
olution, I was brought over tacos that 
looked like they had two-tacos worth 
of meat. Any doubts of breaking 


tradition were quickly doused. No' 
hard shells here, though they lack the ; 


Great Mex Grill 


tough and _under-seasoned. Not to. 


mention there was excessive fat on the 
meat. The barbacoa was a bit better, 
but not by much. While juicy, like the 
asada, it suffered from a lack of sea- 
soning—something vital to barbacoa, 
which is slow-cooked goat meat. 

The salsa was perhaps the best 
thing on the tacos; a wonderfully 
smoky and lip-sizzling salsa negra 
with a great chipotle zing. 

All in all, these were not memora- 
ble tacos. The price-to-taco size ratio 
was also not satisfactory. Not recom- 
mended. 


homemade quality of foil-wrapped 
Tijuana street tacos. 

The asada was tasty and well 
cooked. The al pastor was on the 
tough side but overall its swirl of 
spices won over my taste buds. The 
tortillas were a wee bit on the chewy 
side but held together well. 

Great Mex Grill gets plus points 
for having a salsa bar. A fresh house 
salsa, a tangy green tomatillo-based 
salsa and a sinister roasted jalapefio 
and tomato salsa are all at your 
hands.  sappoies 

Great Mex Grill’s tacos satisfy and 
will most definitely fill a belly. 


Taco eaters: Don't forget to check out the ever-growing Long Beach taqueria rankings online throughout the semester at Daily49er.com. 
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‘Straight Outta Compton’ and ‘Hamilton’ 
speak to modern protests through hip-hop 


The N.W.A biopic “Straight Outta 
Compton” dominated the box office 
this weekend with its gritty West 
Coast story — and the hip-hop music 
that informs its sensibility and fills 
its soundtrack. 

Rap is also driving another theatri- 
cal success this summer: the Broad- 
way musical “Hamilton.” 

Call it the season of “Compton” 
and “Hamilton,” a moment when 
two stories set in the past — Comp- 
ton 25 years ago and Hamilton 225 
years ago — use hip-hop to comment 
on the state of the nation, present by 
way of past, reason by way of rhyme. 

In “Compton,” lyrics from the pro- 
lific Ice Cube rail against the harass- 
ment of minority communities by the 
1980s’ Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment. In “Hamilton,” the writings of 
the prolific Hamilton rail against the 
oppression of American colonists by 
the British in the 1700s. 

“Compton,” a uniquely American 
story about the early days of hip-hop 
in South L.A., notched $60.2 million 
over its first weekend, twice its pro- 
duction budget and exceeding many 
projections. It is on pace to wind up 
its domestic run with $150 million — 
a relative rarity for August releases. 

“Hamilton,” a uniquely hip-hop 
story about the early days of Amer- 
ica, has become a major force on 
Broadway since opening Aug. 6 (it 
has reportedly sold out through the 
spring). President Barack Obama 
has attended, so has Jon Stewart. 


Not since “Book of Mormon” — and 
possibly much earlier — has a show 
entered the cultural mainstream in 
this way. 

The revelation in the popularity 


of these new hip-hop entertainments 


is not that tens of millions of Amer- 
icans enjoy rap music. It’s how these 
stories speak to what’s happening in 
it. 

And just as the Korean War-set 
“MASH” was viewed as a commen- 
tary on the Vietnam War, a seemingly 
unrelated story of 1980s’ strife be- 
tween blacks and the LAPD or of a 
political outsider struggling for the 
soul of a nation may have more to 
say about what’s happening now in 
America than many contemporary 
Stories. 

The dramatic arcs of the movie 
and the show are similar. Director 
F. Gary Gray’s “Compton” uses hip- 
hop as backdrop and driving force to 
tell its operatic stories of the seminal 
group N.W.A. Creator Lin-Manuel 
Miranda’s “Hamilton” uses hip-hop 
as backdrop and driving force to tell 
its operatic stories of the seminal 
group of Founding Fathers. 

Though set and developed on op- 
posite coasts, the two pieces have 
formed a tandem, showing how beats 
and rhymes have become a factor in 
our narrative entertainment in ways 
that go beyond music — and in ways 
they never have before. 

“Hip-hop culture now is popular 
culture,” Miranda told The Times. “I 


don’t see it as a barrier to something 
being successful. I see it as a reason 
for something to be successful.” 

Hip-hop’s clout can, of course, 
also be felt in “Empire,” Fox’s break- 
out TV drama set in the Chicago mu- 
sic world. Whatever the series’ socio- 
logical ambitions — and as the show 
is a soap opera about a patriarch and 
his legacy, they are up for debate — 
its popularity is undeniable. This 
spring the show became the top-rated 
network series among adults 18-49. 
Nearly 17 million people tuned in to 
the finale. i 

All of these stories rely on the 
built-in drama of the hip-hop world, 
or its aesthetic, or both. It is the coin 
of the realm in a land that main- 
stream corporate entertainment has 
only recently begun fully colonizing. 

The point is more than just large 
swaths of Americans enjoy hip-hop; 
Billboard’s sales charts in the 1990s 
told us that. Nor is it that the culture 
is finally mature enough for these 
stories to unfurl in this manner. In 
fact, some wonder whether they’re 
long overdue — hip-hop has proved 
its box-office pull with such efforts 
as the 2002 Eminem movie “8 Mile,” 
but such stories haven’t been com- 
mon. 

“Tt’s kind of amazing that it’s tak- 
en Hollywood so long to get to this 
point,” said Phil Contrino, vice pres- 
ident and chief analyst at BoxOffice. 
com, of stories set in the hip-hop 
world. “It’s certainly an untapped 


resource.” 

But far from an entertainment indus- 
try discovering — belatedly, as enter- 
tainment industries tend to do — a form 
that any teenager with a pair of head- 
phones has long known about, these rap 
stories suggest a new urgency. 

A form known for social and racial 
protest is flourishing at this modern 
moment of Ferguson and angry po- 
lice-community relations, and it may 
not be a coincidence. These are stories 
in which words were used to question 
the status quo, whether in the form of 
music or words. “Compton” and “Ham- 
ilton” both conjure up times in which 
the cry for justice was the closest some 
came to the real thing. 

“What everyone got wrong about 
N.W.A is thinking that they were gang- 
sters,” said Jonathan Herman, one of 
the “Compton” screenwriters. “They 
were just very good at painting pictures, 
at playing characters, at using words to 
report what was happening in the hope 
that it would change.” 

Rap is sometimes seen as having gone 
soft, handed over to people singing of a 
kind of wish fulfillment more than their 
desire to have wishes fulfilled. But the 
return of highly serious work in a hip- 
hop context changes the game. “Comp- 
ton” and “Hamilton” reflect the main- 
streaming of what was once the sound 
of protests, but in a post-Ferguson Amer- 
ica, they may also offer protest sounds 
against the mainstream. 


— Steven Zeitchik, Los Angeles Times 
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Skip cozy, choose groovy 


MapIson D’ORNELLAS 
Opinions Editor 


here is nothing more re- 
lieving than walking into a 
roofed dwelling while travel- 
ling. But the type of dwelling 


modation phenomenon this summer 
while hopping around Europe for a 
couple of weeks. Setting up and book- 
ing my Airbnb package didn’t take 
longer than twenty minutes. After you 
create a minimal profile, provide an 
identification card or passport for veri- 
fication and jot down some notes about 
yourself the globe is literally yours. 
Over 40 million people have used 


could make all the Airbnb. Airbnb is 
difference. And for available in over 
the student traveler, 190 countries and 
h : i : 
wg. eostels provide 7 intatas 
Hostels are the a better Founded in 2008 
perfect instigator for student traveler in San Francisco by 
meeting new people Joe Gabbia, Brian 
when you travel. experience than Chesky and Nathan 
Student travelers Airbnb. Blecharezyk out of 
especially should Gabbia’s apartment, 
dive head first into Airbnb’s goal from 
hostels. the beginning has 
Where Airbnb been to connect peo- 


is like staying at your well-off second 
cousin-in-law’s house, hostels are like 
crashing at your cool uncle’s flat. 

Airbnb, an accommodation com- 
pany that thrives on sharing spaces 
around the world, has slowly crept 
into the spotlight. Airbnb preaches 
from their crisp, indie aesthetic. The 
company’s website features short clips 
of travelers chilling out in their shared 
spaces around the world with the 
watermark “Belong Anywhere” neatly 
placed in the center of the homepage. 

In other words, it’s fancy. And 
overrated. 

I decided to try out this new accom- 


ple through sharing and experiencing 
people’s homes from around the world. 

Impressed yet? Don’t get too excited. 

The company stands on its reviews. 
Once you've left your Airbnb, you'll be 
notified via email how many days you 
have left to review your host. And re- 
view you must. What keeps the system 
of sharing places so secure is from the 
ratings each host receives after he or 
she is reviewed. 

But hostels not only provide authen- 
tic hospitality from locals, sometimes 
free booze and offers for pub crawls 
and tours, they breathe rustic, down- 
to-earth cordiality too. 


OpeDD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


MEGAN KimBLE | Los ANGELES Times | TNS 


The Hi in Santa Monica, California, is near shopping and the beach. 


Yes, my Airbnb in West Berlin had 
a cat named Penguin and a mezzanine 
apartment covered in ivy. My Airbnb 
in Lidl came with complementary 
cheese and wine from my host. And my 
Airbnb in London came with an iPad. 

But my hostel in Morocco was in 
a canyon and had an ancient silver 
jeweled hookah set up on its roof. 

Student travelers may feel safer 
staying at a five-star rated hosts’ loft, 
but hostels are where you meet people 
from all over. The more you travel, the 
more you realize that the good people 
you meet are what ultimately keep you 


_ safe ona trip. 


Hostels are glorious cesspools of all 


kinds of travelers. Airbnbs limit the 
amount of people you meet abroad. 
You are with one person or one couple 
usually very briefly. Airbnb hosts like 
to give you space and let you explore on 
your own. 

Sure, you might wake up in a twelve- 
bunk room to three Spaniards in their 
Calvin Klein’s. And showers could be 
the size of broom cupboards. And 
you might be woken up at 3:00 in the 
morning to rowdy Australians. 

But to really grasp the essence of 
student travel, whether you're a travel 
veteran or a first timer, choose the fun, 
old-fashioned route, not the clean, new 
option. 


PINIONS 


WAGE 


continued from page 1 


Long Beach residents live below the 
poverty line as of 2013, and close to 
40 percent work just above that line. 
Putting more money in the people’s 
pockets and out of the corporate bank 
accounts. Excellent. 

But on the not so excellent side, 
small businesses won't be able to af- 
ford this salary increase for employees 
without raising their product prices 
through the roof. Paying $5 for a small 
cup of specialty coffee is already push- 
ing it. Even trendy yuppies have their 
breaking points. 

It’s not just the small stores and 
companies that will raise their prices. 
Any businessperson worth his or her 
salt will increase prices in line with 
any additional money going into the 
pockets of consumers. 

The L.A. County Economic De- 
velopment Corporation analyzed the 
effect of the increased wage for the 
county and found that higher wages 
would almost definitely lead to higher 
prices and slower job growth, accord- 
ing to an article in the Press Telegram. 

So, would all other jobs raise their 
pay scales respectively to maintain a 
hierarchy of skill levels or is my baris- 
ta going to be earning the same wages 
as a skilled electrician who went to a 
technical school for two years? 

I don’t care how good the coffee is. 

Increasing minimum wage by 
nearly a third would be too much of 
a shock to our fragile economy. It 
would crush potential small business 
progress and mock those already at a 
$15 an hour salary. 


CAMPUS VOICE 


WHERE DO YOU GET YOUR TEXTBOOKS? 


“I try to buy them from 
like Chegg or Amazon 
because it’s cheaper, but 
when it’s like a Cal State 
Long Beach custom edi- 


“T usually rent text- 
books at Amazon 
because it’s kind of - 
cheaper than the book- 
store and it’s just easier 


“Amazon, typically just 
because of the price, 
more competitive prices 
on Amazon. It’s kind of 
a little more expensive to 


“I buy my books from 
the campus bookstore... 

I rent because a lot of 

times it’s cheap ... If I 
buy them and try to re- 


tion I’m forced to buy it 
from the bookstore.” 


to just rent.” 


- Brooke Montgomery, 
junior kinesiology major 
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Westward bound: Why the Rams 
should relocate to Los Angeles 


With the Rams, 
Raiders and Chargers 
pushing to move to 
the west coast, the 
former “greatest show 
on turf” is the best fit 
for Los Angeles. 


By MIcHAEL MENDOZA 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


Los Angeles is starved for NFL 
football to come back and the Rams 
can finally end the 21-year famine by 
making a permanent move from St. 
Louis to Inglewood. 

Rams owner Stan Kroenke has 
shown he is more than ready to move 
the team 1,590 miles west to L.A. and 
the fans are waiting with open arms. 

Out of all the teams, the Rams have 
the most leverage and merit a move to 
the west coast. They were the longest 
tenured football team in the city, play- 
ing 21 more seasons in L.A. than the 
Raiders. After moving to L.A. in 1946, 
the Rams had a considerable amount 
of success, producing 25 hall of fame 
players, 21 playoff appearances, 14 
division titles and one Super Bowl 
appearance. 


49ers 
ready to 
rebound 


LBSU is looking 

to move past its 
devastating loss this 
past Sunday. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


After a relatively successful start to 
the season, the Long Beach State wom- 
en’s soccer team will host Iowa State and 
Bucknell at George Allen Field this Fri- 
day and Sunday. 

The 49ers (1-1-0) surprised college soc- 
cer by defeating No. 4 UCLA on Friday 
and controlling Auburn for 100 minutes 
on Sunday before losing in the second 
overtime. Regardless of the loss, junior 
midfielder Mimi Rangel said her team 
was delighted with the way her team 
played at the start of the season. 

“Overall I think our team did fantastic 
this weekend,” Rangel said. “Even though 
we didn’t get the result [against Auburn] 
we played really good soccer. And that’s 
what we're trying to go for.” j 

The 49ers know little about their up- 
coming rivals. Having never met the 
Iowa State Cyclones (2-0-0) or the Buck- 
nell Bison (1-0-1) on the field ever before, 
the players and coaches only have num- 
bers and film to look at. 

“I just know that Iowa State has a 
winning record,” sophomore midfielder 


WOMEN’S SOCCER 


Kroenke has been going back and 
forth with the NFL for the past couple 
of years about moving his team to 
California; the NFL should just let 
him already. Quite frankly, Rams fans 
in L.A. have been desperate to show 
that they are capable of selling out an 
NEL stadium. 

That desperation manifested itself 
this past week in Oxnard, California 
as Rams fans got the experience of 
watching their team play for the first 
time in the area since the team left 
after the 1994 season. 

Fans gathered in droves to watch 
the team scrimmage against the Cow- 
boys at their annual training camp. 
Supporters sported Eric Dickerson 
and Jack Youngblood jerseys, two of 
the most notable hall of fame players 
from the Los Angeles Rams’ glory 
days. 

There were twice as many Rams 
fans than Cowboys fans at The Cow- 
boys own team’s practice. When it 
comes to L.A. Rams fans, still waters 
run deep. The impressive turnout by 
the blue and gold fans was a rowdy 
experience, but the violence stayed on 
the field. 

Despite the successful past of the 
Raiders—another team lobbying to 
come to L.A.—the idea of a stadium 
housing the black hole is not a good 
idea. In 1983, The Raiders won the 
city’s only Super Bowl, but the violent 


Jessica Vincent said. “And they’re unde- 
feated, so that’s a big game for us to come 
out and win at our home field.” 

The Cyclones belong to the Big 12 con- 
ference, but have failed to finish in the top 
places in recent years. Last season, with 
a young squad, they went 1-7-0 in their 
conference. 

Two players to watch for on Iowa State 
are the senior duo in midfield, Haley Al- 
bert and Lindsay Frank. Albert netted 
a goal in each of the Cyclones’ first two 
games and Frank bagged another one on 
Sunday’s 3-0-win over South Dakota. 

As far as Bucknell, the 49ers know 
even less. 

“Bucknell, ’m not sure what their re- 
cord is, but I looked up their season last 
year and they did decent, nothing too 
crazy,’ Rangel said. 

The Bison are part of the rather ob- 
scure Patriot League. They will travel 
over 2,600 miles from Lewisburg, Penn- 
sylvania to play Loyola Marymount on 
Friday and the 49ers on Sunday. 


history of the fan base posses an ongo- 
ing security risk. 
After a Chargers home game versus 


* the Raiders in 2011, a fan was fatally 


stabbed in the parking lot of Qual- 
comm stadium. Three months prior 
to the stabbing, two men were shot in 
the parking lot of Candlestick Park 
after a San Francisco 49er preseason 
home game versus the Raiders. One 
of the victims in the shooting wore a 
bold t-shirt that read “f--- the 49ers.” 
Violent incidents like this give the 
silver and black’s hopes of relocating, 
a black eye. 

The Chargers are a third team look- 
ing for a move to the city of angels, but 


have very little to no history in the city _ 


at all. After only one season in 1960, 
the Chargers managed to only make 
one playoff run to the AFL champion- 
ship game. 

The Rams are the most logical and 
lucrative franchise to move to Los 
Angeles, due to its deep-rooted history 
in L.A. and the resources allocated 
to make the move possible. Kroenke 
has presented an appealing offer to 
the NFL by providing a $2 billion 
stadium, while using very little public 
funding for the facility. 

Although it is not written in stone, 
the dream of a NFL team coming back 
to L.A. is becoming more of a reality, 
and the Rams should be the team with 
the words “Los Angeles” in their name. 


Bossy YAGAKE | Daity 49ER 
Sophomore midfielder Jessica Vincent (no. 7) tries to save the ball from leav- 
ing the field of play with two UCLA players pressuring. Vincent played 176 
out of 191 minutes vs. UCLA and Auburn. 


Leading Bucknell will be senior mid- 
fielder Madison Loos. As a box-to-box 
engine in the midfield, Loos led the Bison 
with five assists last season and added 
two goals in 21 games in 2014. 

This weekend the 49ers will take note 
of the oppositions strengths, but the pri- 
mary focus will be to impose the LBSU 
style of play early. 

“Come game day, we'll keep in mind 
who some of the [Iowa State and Buck- 
nell] key players are, what it is they like 
to do,” Rangel said. “The ultimate goal is 
to have the other team adjust to us. We're 
always going to play our game; we're not 
going to let anybody else dictate how we 
Play.” 

According to head coach Mauricio 
Ingrassia, sophomore center back Allie 
Emmons should be ready to go against 
this weekend after dislocating her shoul- 
der against UCLA. 

LBSU will host Iowa State at 7:30 p.m. 
then take on Bucknell on Sunday at noon. 
Both games will be at George Allen Field. 


Curis Lee | St. Louis Post | TNS 


St. Louis Rams running back Tre Mason eludes a tackle attempt by Oakland 
Raiders cornerback DJ Hayden as he runs 89 yards for a touchdown during 


their matchup last season. 


_ WOMEN’S" 


Tide rolls into Long Beach 


The LBSU women’s 

volleyball team faces 
an early test against 
Alabama and Duke. - 


By WILLIAM HERNANDEZ 
Contributing Writer 


Long Beach State will look to make 
an impression in its first ever match- 
up with Alabama, while looking 
to stay undefeated lifetime against 
Duke and Saint Mary’s in this week- 
end’s Baden Invitational at the Wal- 
ter Pyramid. 

The 49ers expect their opponents, Al- 
abama, Duke and Saint Mary’s, to come 
into this weekend’s opener hungry. But 
with a lot of new and young players on 
the team, the 49ers feel like they need to 
show that their potential is real. 

“Basically [we need] to make a 
statement and prove that we’re here to 
play,” sophomore Ashley Murray said. 
“I know the opponents themselves are 
coming to make a statement and we're 
not going to let them do that.” 

The first opponent, Alabama, is 
coming off a record setting season of 
its own. The Crimson Tide set a new 
record for most wins (26-8, 13-5 in 
2014) in a season and won its first ever 
NCAA tournament game in program 
history against Samford. 


Unlike the 49ers, who come into this 


match with only three returning start- 
ers, Alabama is rolling back all of its 
starters from a year ago. 

Alabama brings its own veteran 
presence in senior setter Sierra Wil- 


son. The Anaheim native had a re- 
cord-breaking season in 2014, racking 
up 1,529 total assists, the most in a sin- 
gle season in “Bama history. 

The Beach will also face off against 
the No. 25 team in the country, the 
Duke Blue Devils, who went 22-8 and 
finished 14-4 in the ACC last season. 
The 49ers swept Duke in three sets 
in a 1997 matchup the last time they 
played. 

Beating Duke on Saturday night 
might be a bigger challenge to over- 
come, as it returns 13 letter winners 
from 2014 and was ranked second in 
the NCAA in kills per set and assists 
per set. Senior outside hitter Emi- 
ly Sklar, the 2013ACC Player of the 
Year, is a key returner for the Blue 
Devils. ; 

However LBSU’s head coach, Brian. 


Gimmillaro, said that the 49ers will 


focus more on themselves rather than 
their foes. 

“We don’t know much about [our 
opponents] at this time; we will next 
week so [for now] we're just working 
on us,” Gimmillaro said. “[Alabama 
and Duke] are a returning squad so 
they'll be confident, experienced and - 
comfortable.” 

The Beach will wrap up the week- 
end’s tourney against Saint Mary’s 
on Sunday afternoon. In 2014 Saint 
Mary’s had a dismal season finishing 
9-19 overall and 5-13 in the West Coast 
Conference. The 49ers are 7-0 all time 
in matchups with the Gaels. 

LBSU will host all of its opponents 
this weekend at the Walter Pyramid 
starting at 7 p.m. on Friday night 
against Alabama. The 49ers then 
move on to play Duke on Saturday at 
5 p.m. and Saint Mary’s at 1 p.m. on 
Sunday. 


